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Odissi dancer
Jyoti Rout
believes that
dance is so
much more
than just a set
of movements.
Through her
years of
performing and
teaching, she
has delved
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' A Ferall, what is
: f % dance? It is about
Jamey, COUDLINE time,

r -th*-uwmg In spece
and projecting fmm your mind,”
sald Jyotl Bowt, explaining why
collaborating with different
dance forms o't as dilicull as a
Ty peersom would think.

Jvoti, m repowned Odissi
dancer and teacher, was recenily
I thae Cicy o hobid a serles of

warkshops on classical
danee. The highl ghi
ol her visit was
her jugalbamli
|r|'-rl'r|r:rn:||1|'|'-
with well-known
Kathak dancer
Rlangala Bhatt
on Saturday
evening at Our

| SEEKING THE
DANCER WITHIN

Sacrs Space, Secunderabal,

A shared cultural back-
ground might make collabora-
tions bevween different Indian
classical danoe forms sasier. at
Jdwodl has, over the vears, per-
formed with balled, pazz and ila-
menco dancers as well, She
=miles when asked abowt how
the Musion works. “Physically
e forms are different. AL a lii-
Wi pnie sakebe level, e core,
they ane ahsalutely thie same,
My work with diverse art forms
has taught me thal,” she gavs.
—————————————

YOU FIRST HAVE TO
GIVE A 100 PER CENT
TO EVERY MOVEMENT —
100 PER CENT OF LIFE,
100 PER CENT OF YOU.
ONLY THEN CAN YOU
GO BEYOND THE STER

Getting to the core of whant
dance is forms the basis of
Jyodi s approach to Odissi, <My
aim is 1o fnd who the dneer is,
imskle, Danee is like becoming
one with vourself, understand-
g wihdr you ame, Somedimes,
when T tssch my studenis, they
ask me; "Should [ keep my hand
like this? Should | express more
Iapginess? 1 ael] them that they
are still warried abowt the tech-
nical shde, but the essence is
missing.”

Explaining Boaw 0 @t b thie
essenoe of the dance, she savs,
%o first have 1o give 100 per
cend Lo every asvensenl — 1
e et af life, 100 per cend of
you. Only then can you go
evond the siep™

thing ar two about training
dancers. In 1#%3, she sel up Jyoti
Kala Mandir in Callfornda. The
close-knit Indkan community
there has come (o apposcinie
how her teaching gpoes beyand
Just glving thelir children a
grounding in danee, “The peope
=0 how my students el
approach lifie — how they
approach relatlonships, =
how they take on responsibili
this, Thero is a struggbe betwoen
Indiam values and American val-
ues. | beliewe that my work
I rot JUsE & jols, it isa
responsibilitg” =he sayvs.

That her siu-
dents eocupy a
vy spuecial
pliace in her
hieart is obwious.
Shir sposikes of &
slindent who
Tl vt

.

her for six

yiears back -4
and forth -
from India to the LIS,

“This student was
around 45y rs-alkl wikn
sher saw me perform, She
later wld me that afier
the performance, 2he g
went bo the BEthroom S5
and cried for three '
hours siraight. She
iodd hor felends that
she had 1o et me 1
and learn (rom
me" For six years,
the adudent Fuith-
Ty Fodbowed her
gur. “There was

nothing else in her |\ -
lifix, Slwe puid ina Lod of o,

efTor. Thers was no .
Hmit. She u=ed o have
lat of dificuliy

remembeering the steps Dach nss
her mind was not focused, 5o
deckled o create & new dance
siyle [or her, 20 that her love for
the danes, her passion, would

show,” dyvotl says. Now a prowd
Jyoul adds, the stsdent learns
Complex danoe picces and makes
- them look effortless!

Most teachers will tell
"b. vioul U earlber vou start
:', '|. leEnrning & dines

i form, the betier

i Jdyoti agrees, but she
Iz quite pragmaiic
Al it Tl
depemnds on the stu-
dent and the eacher
IF you start eacly, the
digeing is done, the
seeding [s done. But a
13-vear-nld does nm
know hesaribrsak,
They will not ko
the pain of somecne
walking out on them.
Every dancer will
understand and
learn according to
iheir sltuation,”
£ TOE (0
She enls by
| pralsing her stu-
a4 dents, “There iz
|'|r| cOmpition
in my schaol.
The siudenis
Iwinld esach oth-
ors’ hamls, they
helg each other
through prob-
Tz, Thie thing
i5 that thers §5 no

reason for one person b

bl sl one 10 Seeced,

That Lisigls toan vl

< pneed performanoe,

[ want everyone o shine,
equally”
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